Cements for permanent luting: a summarizing review.
Three cement systems are favored for permanent luting of cast restorations. These include zinc phosphate, reinforced zinc oxide-eugenol, and polycarboxylate cements. Although others have been used in the past and new luting media are anticipated for the future, the status of currently used cement for luting is based mainly on the results of laboratory research and on clinical experience. Zinc phosphate cement, with an impressive 100-year history, currently holds the advantage. Future comprehensive clinical studies, correlated with results of physical and biological testing, may eventually direct the clinican's preference to another, newer material. It is hoped that properties and strength values that are clinically significant also will be identified, so that laboratory tests can be more predictive of clinical success.